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Introduction 

 

Our aim at Scoil Phádraic Cailíní is to support you in helping your child  
with maths homework. We want to share with you the approaches we 
use in teaching certain aspects of the maths curriculum so as to avoid  
confusion for the children. We hope that you find this booklet useful.  
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1. Junior Infants 

It is important to introduce the language of maths to 

children from a young age. Knowing the language of maths 

can help children to be more precise about what they are 

thinking and about what they mean. 

 Talk about and name shapes such as square, 

rectangle, circle, triangle and rectangle.  

 Compare objects using words such as heavy and 

light, long and short, longest and shortest, full 

and empty, nearly full and nearly empty. 

 Talk about time using words such as before and 

after, early and late, and day and night. Also chat 

about the days of the week, tracksuit day, bin 

day, months of the year and the seasons.  Ask 

questions such as: What do you do before you go 

to bed? After swimming? What do you think will 

happen next in the story? Put times up on the 

fridge door, for example ‘Ballet 3pm Thursday.’ 

 Show them the different coins. Help them to 

recognise which coin is which and start to 

understand the value of 

Coins, for example, that you can swap 2 five cent 

coins for one 10 cent coin. 

 Encourage your child to count objects carefully 

by taking time to touch each item when counting 

and saying the number name at the same time. 
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2. Number Formation 

 

 

 

 

We form the numbers in this way. 

 

 

http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/9336444.png&imgrefurl=http://www.pictxeer.com/tag/number-1-10-template&h=1275&w=1650&tbnid=ya7Es_is74EbMM:&zoom=1&q=numerals%201-10&docid=xjtJrmlYam6NoM&ei=dXs2VL-SAqKf7ga_moHoDA&tbm=isch&ved=0CEgQMygfMB8&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=579&page=1&start=0&ndsp=32
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3. Number Rhyme 

0 Round and round just like ‘o’ 

       Now you’ve made the number zero. 

1 Start at the top and down you run 

       That’s the way you make a one. 

2 Make a candy cane and give it a shoe  

       That’s the way you make a two.  

3 Around and around just like ‘B’ 

       That’s the way you make a three. 

4 Down and over and down some more    (2 

movements) 

       That’s the way you make a four. 

5 Short neck, belly flat   (2 movements- down, 

around and put a hat on him) 

       Mr. Five wears a hat. 

6 Make a ‘C,’ then in you go 

       Now you’ve made a six you know. 

7 Across the sky and down from heaven  

       That’s the way you make a seven. 

8 Make an ‘S’ and then don’t wait   

       Go back up and make an eight.  

9 Make a circle, then a line  

       That’s the way you make a nine. 
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4. Senior Infants  

 

Estimate the number of objects in a set or group. 

Throw out five items on the table and ask them to 

quickly tell you how many there are without 

counting. Show one face of a dice quickly and 

ask: How many dots can you see? 

 

Recognise familiar times. Talk about the days of 

the week: What day do you go swimming? How 

many days until the weekend? What day is 

tomorrow? In what month is your birthday? 

Halloween is in which month? What season 

comes after/before winter? 

 

Play board games with dice to encourage your 

child to count on and recognize number. Board 

games are also great for teaching ‘taking turns.’ 

 

Encourage counting up to 20. Try counting in 

2s. Count how many are left when some objects 

are taken away. Get your child to count the socks 

when they come in off the washing line and 

match them.  

 

Talk about shapes during play time, bath time, 

while putting the shopping away. Chat about 

edges, corners, straight sides, curved sides, round 

and flat shapes. Talk about objects that are 

longer, shorter, heavier etc. 
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5. Open Your Child’s 
Maths Eyes! 

 

 

 

 

I live in number 45.                        
 
 

I am 5 years old.       
   

 

My birthday is the 5th 

June. 

 
I get home from school at 2 o’clock. 

 
             
    My sister is taller than me. 
 
           
   I go swimming on a Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://youshotmedown.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/9-free-clip-art-of-a-happy-blond-girl-in-a-pink-polka-dot-dress.jpg&imgrefurl=http://youshotmedown.wordpress.com/2012/03/27/282/&h=1200&w=811&tbnid=kH0_01KvZ_Ob8M:&zoom=1&q=free%20clip%20art%20of%20a%20child&docid=L8QtjH_19MKIfM&ei=v5o2VPj_L8HN7QbY-oHwAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEQQMygbMBs&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=682&page=1&start=0&ndsp=31
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How many sweets are there? Can you 

count in 2s? 
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6.  1st & 2nd Class 
 

 
 

 



Scoil Phádraic Cailíní 

 

 

7. Addition of Tens & Units 

(without renaming) 

 
Steps 

1. Look at the sign. Is it an adding sum or a 

take away sum? 

 

2. Always add the units first. 

 

3. Start with the bigger number and then add 

the smaller number(s). 

 

Example :       T     U 

                        4     3 

                   +   2     5 *    

                            6      8 

 

 

*It’s easier to start with 5 (the bigger 

number) and then add 3 (the smaller 

number). 

 

4. 5 units and 3 units equals 8 units. 

 

5. 4 tens and 2 tens equals 6 tens.  

 

6. 6 tens and 8 units – the answer is 68.   
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8. Addition with Renaming 

 
1. Look at the sign. Is it an adding sum or a 

take away sum? 

 

2. Always add the units first. 

 

3. Start with the bigger number and then add 

the smaller number(s).  

 

Example:    T    U  

   1    6     

                          +   2 1  7                                                                                                       

                               4     3 
 

4. 7 units and 6 units equals 13. 

 

5. 13 is 1 ten and 3 units. 

 

6. Put the 1 ten up into the tens place. 

 

7. Put the 3 units down under the units. 

 

8. Now add the tens. 

 

9. 1 ten and 2 tens equals 3 tens and one 

more ten equals 4 tens. 

 

10. 4 tens and 3 units –the answer is 43.  
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9. Subtraction of Tens & 

Units 

(without renaming) 

 
1. Look at the sign. Is it an adding sum or a 

take away sum? 

 

2. With subtraction always start at the top. 

 

3. Always take away the units first. 

 

Example:    T    U  

                     5    8 

                     2    3 

                     3    5 

 
4. 8 units take away 3 units equals 5 units. 

 

5. 5 tens take away 2 tens equals 3 tens.  

 

6. 3 tens and 5 units – the answer is 35.  
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10. Subtraction of Tens & 

Units 

(with renaming) 
 

 
1. Look at the sign. Is it an adding sum or a 

take away sum? 

 

2. Always take away the units first. 

 

3. With subtraction always start at the top. 

 

Example:     T    U  

                 2    3   1 5 

                       1     7 

                       1     8 
 

4. 5 units take away 7 units I cannot do. 
(If I have 5 sweets I can’t eat 7 sweets).  

 

5. Go to the tens, cross out the 3 tens and 

rename it as 2 tens and bring the other 1 

ten into the units place. 

 

6. Now we have 15 units take away 7 units 

equals 8 units. 

 

7. Now we have 2 tens take away 1 ten 

equals 1 ten.  

 

8. 1 ten and 8 units- answer is 18. 
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11. Greater than/Bigger 

than > 

Less than/ Smaller than < 
 

 

 

9 is greater than 5 
9 > 5 

 

 

 
 

20 < 24 
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12. Language 

 

  
 
It will be a great help to your daughter if  

you start making references to time at 

home, i.e. it is half past 7 so it’s time to 

get up. We go swimming at 3 o’clock etc. 

We will be going to the library in a half an 

hour. Buy a big clock for the kitchen or 

for your child’s bedroom. Make sure all 

the numbers are displayed on it. Similarly 

buy them a cheap watch and get them 

used to noting what time it is. 
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 Use the language of measure at home, 

length, width, grammes, kilogrammes and 

make references to distance and signs on 

the motorway.  

 

 
 

 

Let the children handle coins. Give them 

the experience of working out the change. 

Let them sort out the ‘small change’ jar. 
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13. Websites 

 
JUNIOR INFANTS 

-http://resources.woodlands- 

junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/index.html 

-http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-

games/5-7years/counting 

-http://www.theschoolhub.ie 

Username: school Password: teacher 

-http://www.arcademics.com/ 

-http://www.starfall.com/ 

 

Need to subscribe but app is free 

-http://cbeebies.com/ 

-http://www.ictgames.com/resources.html 

 

Mangahigh  

 

http://coolmath4kids.com/ 

cricketweb.co.uk 

ictgames.com 

http://resources.woodlands- 

junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/index.ht

ml 

http://mathsisfun.com 

http://www.multipication.com 

http://www.mathszone.co.uk/ 

http://coolmath4kids.com/
http://resources.woodlands-/
http://mathsisfun.com/
http://www.multipication.com/
http://www.mathszone.co.uk/
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http://www.primarygames.com/ma

th.htm 

http://kidsnumbers.com/ 

http://mad4maths.com/ 

http://kidsmathgamesonline.com 

funforthebrain.com 

cambridge.org/elt/resouces/yang/in

teractive/clock/index.htm 

sumdog.com 

smartygames.com – puzzles,  

colouring,maths,money,time,count

ing,reading etc. 

teachingtables.co.uk  - 

multiplication tables 

transom.org/tablemaster.asp -   

tables table challenge 

chessacademy – learn to play chess 

kidsnumbers.com - +,  -,  X, ./’ 

woodlandsjuniorschool  

Oswego.org – fun games 

Learninggamesforkids/preschool – 

Junior Infant Games 

Iboard.co.uk – 84 fungames 

Funbrain.com/addition.html + 

funbrain.com/subtraction.html 

Cleverbooks.co.uk – fun games to 

play using counters and dice 

http://www.primarygames.com/math.htm
http://www.primarygames.com/math.htm
http://kidsnumbers.com/
http://mad4maths.com/
http://kidsmathgamesonline.com/
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Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


